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the boy Schiller, contemplating the thunder, is not without
a certain interest, for such as know the man.

Schiller's first teacher was Moser, pastor and school-
master in the village of Lorch, where the parents resided
from the sixth to the ninth year of their son. This person
deserves mention for the influence he exerted on the early
history of his pupil: he seems to have given his name to
the Priest tf Moser' in the Robbers; his spiritual calling, and
the conversation of his son, himself afterwards a preacher,
are supposed to have suggested to Schiller the idea of con-
secrating himself to the clerical profession. This idea, which
laid hold of and cherished some predominant though vague
propensities of the boy's disposition, suited well with the
religious sentiments of his parents, and was soon formed
into a settled purpose. In the public school at Ludwigsburg,
whither the family had now removed, his studies were re-
gulated with this view; and he underwent, in four successive
years, the annual examination before the Stuttgard Com-
mission, to which young men destined for the Church are
subjected in that country. Schiller's temper was naturally
devout; with a delicacy of feeling which tended towards
bashfulness and timidity, there was mingled in him a fervid
impetuosity, which was ever struggling through its conceal-
ment, and indicating that lie felt deeply and strongly, as
well as delicately. Such a turn, of mind easily took the
form of religion, prescribed to it by early example and early
affections, as well as nature. Schiller looked forward to
the sacred profession with alacrity: it was the serious day-
dream of all his boyhood, and much of his youth. As yet,
however, the project hovered before him at a great distance,
and the path to its fulfilment offered him but little enter-
tainment. His studies did not seize his attention firmly;
he followed them from a sense of duty, not of pleasure.